
Exhibition at the Georgian  
Theatre Royal, Richmond 

8 June to 4th July 2012. 

Sarah Morpeth, an artist who makes artist’s 
books and sculptural paper works was 
commissioned by Chrysalis Arts to produce 
a body of work for the North Yorkshire 
Open Studios 2012. Sarah chose the 
Georgian Theatre Royal in Richmond as the 
location for her project. She spent a week 
at the theatre, exploring the building, the 
museum and also the theatre archives. 

The pieces she has produced draw on the 
history of the place; they have become 
about memory, about words echoing 
across the centuries, from the first words in 
the first ever performance on opening night 
in 1788 to the words spoken when the 
theatre was restored and re-opened in 
1963. Visually she found inspiration in the 
theatre’s collection of posters, with their 
mix of different typefaces as well as in the 
early painted scenery on display in the 
museum. 

For more information on the project see 
www.sarahmorpeth.blogspot.co.uk. 

A
 

T
H

E
A

T
R

E
 

O
F

 
W

O
R

D
S



Sarahʼs work 
explores book and 
paper structures; she 
is fascinated by the 
three-dimensional 
possibilities of flat 
layers of paper. Her 
work frequently 
involves research 
and drawing 
inspiration from 
archives as well as 
from the landscape 
around her. She uses 
a range of 
techniques, 

incorporating textiles techniques in her paper works 
as well as painting, print and cutting. Much of her 
work focusses on the hand made; she often uses 
technology in the planning stages but enjoys the 
painstaking process of cutting by hand. 

Her commissioned 
work on display in the 
Theatre is hand cut 
with a scalpel, 
including the largest 
piece on show which 
is over two and a half 
metres long. 

Her practice often 
examines the place of 
books and paper in 
the contemporary 
world, highlighting the 
importance of the 
book as a physical object and the qualities of paper 
as a material, which are often overlooked. 

www.sarahmorpeth.com
e-mail sarah_morpeth@hotmail.com

 


